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Media invite Lifeboats

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea

5 January 2009 South 001 2008

Event: Major announcement regarding the appeal for the new Exmouth RNLI
boathouse.

Venue: The new Exmouth RNLI boathouse at Maer Rocks.

Date/time: Friday 9 January 2009 - 3pm prompt to 3.30pm.

Generous donation secures success for
Exmouth RNLI boathouse appeal

A donation of more than £50,000 has ensured the success of the Exmouth
RNLI appeal for a new boathouse. The money is being given to the charity in
memory of Ross Davis, partner of Dr Kate Holmes and son of Mr Peter and Mrs
Marina Davis from Shropshire. This donation will pay for the Mechanics
workshop in the new building at Maer Rocks. Generous supporters from

across the south west and beyond have raised a staggering £1.2 million
towards the cost of the lifeboat station which is due to be completed by early
spring this year.

The Mechanic’s workshop will be known as Ross’s room and will house the
equipment needed to maintain the two lifeboats stationed at Exmouth. The Davis and
Holmes families chose to support the appeal in memory of Dr Ross Davis who was
an anaesthetist at Derriford Hospital in Plymouth and who was tragically killed whilst
cycling home from work in 2006. The two families will be joined by a small number of
Ross’s friends, for a visit to the lifeboat station this afternoon (Friday 9 January) to
see how work is progressing.

Mr Peter Davis says:

‘We are very pleased to have been able to remember Ross through the support of
two significant improvements for the RNLI. The first of these was the introduction of
the new Tamar class lifeboat at Salcombe, and the second is the development of the
Exmouth RNLI boathouse. The waters off Exmouth hold particular importance for us
as it was here that Ross enjoyed his last windsurf, just days before his accident.’

A huge number of people have answered the call to help raise the money needed for
the new boathouse. Individual donors, trusts, businesses, clubs and groups have
supported the fundraising drive, as David Hannah, RNLI Appeals Manager in the
south west explains:

‘This really has been a team effort, led from the front by our dedicated and vital RNLI
volunteers from committee’s in Exmouth, Exeter, Topsham, Honiton and Sidmouth.
Everyone has worked really hard and even met the added cost of £52,000 for the
internal fixtures and fittings at the new boathouse. | can’t say a big enough thank you
to everyone who has put their hand in their pocket to support us. I just hope the



knowledge that they have ensured the RNLI volunteers can continue to save lives at
sea around Exmouth, is thanks enough.’

For Tim Mock, RNLI Coxswain at Exmouth, today is another major step toward a
purpose-built station that will bring all the RNLI lifeboat assets under one roof and he
appreciates the effort people have put in to reaching this point:

‘| have the greatest respect for everyone who has supported our appeal. All gifts, big
and small, have played a vital part in helping us reach our fundraising target so | say
thank you on behalf of all the volunteers at Exmouth RNLI, for ensuring we have
succeeded in our goal. However, the costs don’t stop here as there’s now the day to
day running costs of the lifeboat station, including maintenance, to be met, so
congratulations and here’s to the future together.’

Notes to editors

X Members of the media are invited to visit the new lifeboat station at Maer
Rocks at 3pm on Friday 9 January where the Davis family will be viewing the
Mechanics workshop before moving on for the private part of their RNLI visit
to Exmouth. Please contact either Jo Damsell or Tamsin Thomas on the
numbers listed below or at the site on the day.

x Dr Ross Davis was working as an anaesthetist at Derriford Hospital in
Plymouth when he was tragically killed. His previous anaesthetic career had
taken him to the West Dorset General Hospital at Dorchester, the Royal
United Hospital in Bath and the Musgrove Park Hospital in Taunton. Ross
was keen on many sports, especially windsurfing, which took him to many
popular waters around the south west.

X Attached is a photograph of the appreciative Exmouth crew volunteers on the
ramp at the new lifeboat station. Please credit RNLI/Mike Rice.

RNLI media contacts

For more information please contact either Tamsin Thomas, RNLI Media Relations
Manager for the south, on 07786 668847 or Jo Damsell, volunteer Lifeboat Press
Officer at Exmouth, on 07551635363.

The RNLI online

For more information on the RNLI please visit www.rnli.org.uk or www.rnli.ie. News
releases and other media resources, including RSS feeds, downloadable photos and
video, are available at the RNLI Press Centre www.rnli.org.uk/press. For more
information about Exmouth RNLI please visit www.exmouth-lifeboat.org.uk

Key facts about the RNLI

The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search and
rescue service around the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI
operates over 230 lifeboat stations in the UK and Ireland and has more than 100
lifeguard units on beaches around the UK. The RNLI is independent of Coastguard
and government and depends on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its
rescue service. Since the RNLI was founded in 1824 its lifeboat crews and lifeguards
have saved over 137,000 lives.

A charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SCO37736).
Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland



